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 PEW RESEARCH CENTER FOR THE PEOPLE & THE PRESS 
JUNE 2008 VOTER ATTITUDES SURVEY 

FINAL TOPLINE 
June 18-29, 2008 

N=2004 
 

QUESTIONS 1 THROUGH 56 HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE 
 
NO QUESTION 57 
 
And thinking about some issues… 
ASK FORM 2 ONLY [N=1001]: 
Q.58F2 Right now, which ONE of the following do you think should be a more important priority for this country... 

(READ AND ROTATE)? 
   Late   Mid- Mid- 
   Feb June Sept March Feb May 
   2008 2006 2005 2005 2002 2001 
 34 Protecting the environment [OR] 36 35 36 42 45 42 
 60 Developing new sources of energy 54 60 57 49 48 49 
 6 Don’t know/Refused (DO NOT READ) 10 5  7 9 7  9 
 100  100 100 100 100 100 100 
  
ASK FORM 1 ONLY [N=1003]: 
Q.59F1 Right now, which ONE of the following do you think should be the more important priority for U.S. energy 

policy… (READ AND ROTATE; READ RESPONSE NUMBER TO CLARIFY OPTIONS)  
  
   Late   Mid- 
   Feb June Feb Sept Feb May  
   2008 2006 2006 2005 2002 2001 
  Expanding exploration, mining and drilling, 
 47   and the construction of new power plants 35 35 41 43 37 44 
  [OR] 
  More energy conservation and regulation  
 45   on energy use and prices 55 57 52 48 54 49 
 8 Don’t know/Refused (DO NOT READ) 10 8 7 9 9  7 
 100  100 100 100 100 100 100 
  
ASK ALL: 
Q.60     Would you favor or oppose allowing oil and gas drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska?  
  
   Late   Mid- Late  Mid- 
   Feb May Jan Sept March March 
   2008 2006 2006    20051 2005 2005 
 50 Favor 42 46 44 50 46 42 
 43 Oppose 50 44 47 42 49 46 
 7 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 8 10 9 8 5 12 
 100  100 100 100 100 100 100 
 
QUESTIONS 61 THROUGH 63 
 
NO QUESTIONS 64 THROUGH 69 

                                                 
1  In Mid-September 2005 and earlier the question was worded "... drilling in the Alaskan Arctic National Wildlife  
 Refuge." 
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ASK ALL: 
Now a few questions about Iraq… 
Q.70 Do you think the U.S. made the right decision or the wrong decision in using military force against Iraq?  
 
  Right Wrong  (VOL.) 

 decision decision DK/Ref 
 June, 2008 39 55 6=100 
 April, 2008 37 57   6=100 
 Late February, 2008 38 54   8=100 
 Late December, 2007 36 56   8=100 
 October, 2007 39 54   7=100 
 September, 2007 42 50   8=100 
 July, 2007 41 53   6=100 
 June, 2007 40 51   9=100 
 April, 2007 45 47   8=100 
 March, 2007 43 49   8=100 
 February, 2007 40 54   6=100 
 Mid-January, 2007 40 51   9=100 
 Early January, 2007 40 53   7=100 
 December, 2006 42 51   7=100 
 Mid-November, 2006 41 51   8=100 
 Early November, 2006 (RVs) 45 48   7=100 
 Late October, 2006 43 47 10=100 
 Early October, 2006 45 47   8=100 
 Early September, 2006 49 43   8=100 
 August, 2006 45 46   9=100 
 July, 2006 44 50   6=100 
 June, 2006 49 44   7=100 
 April, 2006 47 46   7=100 
 March, 2006 45 49   6=100 
 February, 2006 51 44   5=100 
 January, 2006 45 47   8=100 
 December, 2005 47 48   5=100 
 Late October, 2005 48 45   7=100 
 Early October, 2005 44 50   6=100 
 Mid-September, 2005 49 44   7=100 
 July, 2005 49 44   7=100 
 June, 2005 47 45   8=100 
 February, 2005 47 47   6=100 
 January, 2005 51 44   5=100 
 December, 2004 49 44   7=100 
 November, 2004 (RVs) 48 41 11=100 

Mid-October, 2004 46 42 12=100 
 Early October, 2004 50 39 11=100 
 September, 2004 53 39   8=100 
 August, 2004 53 41   6=100 
 July, 2004 52 43   5=100 
 June, 2004 55 38   7=100 
 May, 2004 51 42   7=100 
 Late April, 2004 54 37   9=100 
 Early April, 2004 57 35   8=100 
 Mid-March, 2004 55 39   6=100 
 Late February, 2004 60 32   8=100 
 Early February, 2004 56 39   5=100 
 Mid-January, 2004 65 30   5=100 
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Q.70 CONTINUED… Right Wrong  (VOL.) 
 decision decision DK/Ref 
Early January, 2004 62 28 10=100 

 December, 2003 67 26   7=100 
 October, 2003 60 33   7=100 
 September, 2003 63 31   6=100 
 August, 2003 63 30   7=100 

Early July, 2003 67 24   9=100 
 May, 2003 74 20   6=100 
 April 10-16, 2003 74 19  7=100 
 April 8-9, 2003 74 19  7=100 

April 2-7, 2003 72 20  8=100 
 March 28-April 1, 2003 69 25   6=100 
 March 25-27, 2003 74 21   5=100 
 March 23-24, 2003 74 21   5=100 
 March 20-22, 2003 71 22   7=100 
 Late January, 1991 77 15   8=100 
 
ASK ALL: 
Q.71 How well is the U.S. military effort in Iraq going? [READ IN ORDER]  
 
      (VOL.) 
    Very Fairly Not too Not at all DK/  
    well well well well Refused 
 June, 2008 10 34  31 21 4=100 
 April, 2008  10 34  28 24  4=100 
 Late February, 2008 12 36  25 23  4=100 
 Late December, 2007 11 30  31 23  5=100 
 November, 2007  11 37  29 19  4=100 
 October, 2007  10 34  29 22  5=100 
 September, 2007  9 32  30 24  5=100 
 July, 2007  8 28  34 25  5=100 
 June, 2007  7 27  33 28  5=100 
 April, 2007  7 31  34 25  3=100 
 March, 2007  10 30  32 24  4=100 
 February, 2007  5 25  38 29  3=100 
 Mid-January, 2007 7 28  32 30  3=100 
 December, 2006  4 28  37 27  4=100 
 Mid-November, 2006 6 26  34 30  4=100 
 Early November, 2006 (RVs) 7 30  32 27  4=100 
 Late October, 2006 5 30  34 25  6=100 
 Early October, 2006 8 29  33 25  5=100 
 Early September, 2006 8 39  28 20  5=100 
 August, 2006  8 33  32 23  4=100 
 June, 2006  16 37  25 18  4=100 
 April, 2006  13 34  29 21  3=100 
 March, 2006  9 34  30 21  6=100 
 February, 2006  13 38  29 17  3=100 
 January, 2006  12 39  27 17  5=100 
 December, 2005  14 37  29 17  3=100 
 Early October, 2005 9 35  31 22  3=100 
 Mid-September, 2005 12 41  26 18  3=100 



Q.71 CONTINUED…     (VOL.) 
    Very Fairly Not too Not at all DK/  
    well well well well Refused 
 July, 2005  14 38  27 17  4=100 
 June, 2005  9 41  27 19  4=100 
 February, 2005  14 40  25 17  4=100 

January, 2005  9 39  29 20  3=100 
 December, 2004  10 40  28 18  4=100 

Mid-October, 2004 13 38  26 17  6=100 
 September, 2004  12 40  26 18  4=100 
 August, 2004  12 41  28 16  3=100 
 July, 2004  13 42  26 16  3=100 
 June, 2004  16 41  25 14  4=100 
 May, 2004  10 36  32 19  3=100 
 Late April, 2004  12 43  26 15  4=100 
 Early April, 2004  14 43  26 13  4=100 
 Mid-March, 2004  16 45  26 11  2=100 
 Early February, 2004 17 46  23 11  3=100  
 Mid-January, 2004 22 51  18 6  3=100 
 Early January, 2004 23 47  18 7  5=100 
 December, 2003  28 47  16 6  3=100 
 October, 2003  16 44  25 11  4=100 

September, 2003  15 47  26 9  3=100 
 August, 2003  19 43  24 11  3=100 
 Early July, 2003  23 52  16 5  4=100 
 April 10-16, 2003  61 32  3 1  3=100 
 April 8-9, 2003  60 32  3 3  2=100 
 April 2-7, 2003  55 37  3 2  3=100 
 March 25-April 1, 2003 39 46  8 2  5=100 
 March 23-24, 2003 45 41  6 2  6=100 
 March 20-22, 2003 65 25  2 1  7=100 
 
ASK ALL: 
Q.72 Do you think the U.S. should keep military troops in Iraq until the situation has stabilized, or do you think 

the U.S. should bring its troops home as soon as possible?  
 
  Keep troops Bring troops (VOL.) 
  in Iraq home DK/ Ref  
 June, 2008 43 52 5=100 
 April, 2008 41 56 3=100 
 Late February, 2008 47 49 4=100 
 Late December, 2007 40 54 6=100 
 November, 2007 41 54 5=100 
 October, 2007 42 54 4=100 
 September, 2007 39 54 7=100 
  July, 2007 39 54 7=100 
  June, 2007 39 56 5=100 
  April, 2007 41 53 6=100 
  March, 2007 43 52 5=100 
  February, 2007 42 53 5=100 

Mid-January, 2007 46 48 6=100 
 Early January, 2007 41 53 6=100 
 December, 2006 44 50 6=100 
 Mid-November, 2006 46 48 6=100 
 Early November, 2006 (RVs) 49 44 7=100 
 Late October, 2006 46 47 7=100 



 10

Q.72 CONTINUED… 
Keep troops Bring troops (VOL.) 

  in Iraq home DK/ Ref  
 Early October, 2006 47 47 6=100 
 Early September, 2006  47 47 6=100  
 August, 2006 48 46 6=100 
 June, 2006 50 45 5=100 
 April, 2006 48 48 4=100 
 March, 2006 44 50 6=100 
 February, 2006 50 46 4=100 
 January, 2006 48 48 4=100 
 December, 2005 49 46 5=100 
 Early October, 2005 47 48 5=100 

Mid-September, 2005 51 45 4=100 
 July, 2005 52 43 5=100 
 June, 2005 50 46 4=100 
 February, 2005 55 42 3=100 
 January, 2005 54 41 5=100 
 December, 2004 56 40 4=100 
 Mid-October, 2004 57 36 7=100 
 September, 2004   54 40 6=100  
 August, 2004 54 42 4=100 
 July, 2004   53 43 4=100  
 June, 20042 51 44 5=100 
 May, 2004 53 42 5=100 
 Late April, 2004 53 40 7=100 
 Early April, 2004 50 44 6=100 
 Early January, 2004 63 32 5=100 
 October, 2003 58 39 3=100 
 September, 2003 64 32 4=100 
 
IF “KEEP TROOPS IN IRAQ” (1 IN Q.72) ASK: 
Q.73 Do you think the U.S. should or should not set a timetable for when troops will be withdrawn from Iraq?  
 
  Should Should (VOL.) 
  set a not set DK/ 
  timetable timetable Refused 
 June, 2008 14 28 1=43% 
 April, 2008 14 26 1=41% 
 Late February, 2008 16 30 1=47% 
 Late December, 2007 13 26 1=40% 
 November, 2007 11 29 1=41% 
 October, 2007 15 26 1=42% 
 September, 2007 13 25 1=39% 
 June, 2007^ 13 25 1=39% 
 April, 2007 11 28 2=41% 
 March, 2007 14 27 2=43% 
 Mid-January, 2007 19 26 1=46% 
 December, 2006 17 25 2=44% 
 Mid-November, 2006 17 27 2=46% 
 Late October, 2006 15 29 2=46% 
 Early October, 2006 15 30 2=47% 
 Early September, 2006 13 32 2=47% 

                                                 
2  In June 2004 and earlier, the question was worded: “Do you think the U.S. should keep military troops in Iraq until a stable  

government is established there, or do you think the U.S. should bring its troops home as soon as possible?” 
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Q.73 CONTINUED… 
  Should Should (VOL.) 
  set a not set DK/ 
  timetable timetable Refused 
 August, 2006 16 30 2=48% 
 June, 2006 16 32 1=50% 
 April, 2006 14 32 1=48% 
 March, 2006 14 29 1=44% 
 January, 2006 16 30 2=48% 
 December, 2005 17 30 2=49% 
 Early October, 2005 15 31 1=47% 
 Mid-September, 2005 19 30 2=51% 
 July, 2005 16 34 2=52% 
 
^ Trend note: In June 2007 and earlier the question was asked of all respondents.  Results shown here are limited to 
those who said we should “keep troops in Iraq until the situation has stabilized” in order to be consistent with the 
way the question is currently asked.  The small number  who volunteered that the U.S. should “get out now” in 
previous surveys have been grouped with supporters of a timetable. 
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IF “BRING TROOPS HOME” (2 IN Q.72) ASK: 
Q.74 Should the U.S. remove all troops from Iraq immediately, or should the withdrawal of troops be gradual 

over the next year or two?  
 
  Remove  (VOL.)    
  all troops Gradual DK/    
  immediately withdrawal Refused  
 June, 2008 16 35 1=52% 
 April, 2008 16 39 1=56% 
 Late February, 2008 14 33 2=49% 
 Late December, 2007 18 34 2=54% 
 November, 2007 16 36 2=54% 
 October, 2007 18 35 1=54% 
 September, 2007 18 34 2=54% 
 July, 2007 21 31 2=54% 
 June, 2007 20 35 1=56% 
 April, 2007 17 34 2=53% 
 March, 2007 18 33 1=52% 
 February, 2007 16 35 2=53% 
 Mid-January, 2007 16 30 2=48% 
 December, 2006 18 32 *=50% 
 Mid-November, 2006 16 31 1=48% 
 August, 2006 15 30 1=46% 
 April, 2006 18 29 1=48% 
 January, 2006 14 32 2=48% 
 December, 2005 17 28 1=46% 
 
ASK ALL: 
Q.75 Regardless of what you think about the original decision to use military force in Iraq, do you now believe 

that the United States will definitely succeed, probably succeed, probably fail, or definitely fail in achieving 
its goals in Iraq?            

      (VOL.) 
  Definitely Probably Probably Definitely DK/ 
  succeed succeed fail fail Refused  
June, 2008 12 38 31 11 8=100 
April, 2008 12 35 30 16 7=100 
Late February, 2008 13 40 26 13 8=100 
Late December, 2007 10 35 31 14 10=100 
November, 2007 11 37 33 13 6=100 
October, 2007 11 35 31 13 10=100 
September, 2007 8 34 32 15 11=100 
July, 2007 9 34 32 17 8=100 
April, 2007 9 36 30 16 9=100 
February, 2007 7 40 34 12 7=100 
November, 2006 12 41 28 13 6=100 
Mid-September, 2006 13 44 26 9 8=100 
August, 2006 14 40 28 12 6=100 
 


