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RANDOMIZE ORDER OF Q.1 AND Q.2 
ASK ALL: 
Q.1 All in all, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way things are going in this country today? 
 
 Satis- Dis- (VOL.) 
 fied satisfied DK/Ref 
Oct 28-Nov 8, 2009 25 67 7 
Sep 30-Oct 4, 2009 25 67 7 
September 10-15, 20091 30 64 7   
August 20-27, 2009 28 65 7 
August, 11-17, 2009 28 65 7 
July 22-26, 2009 28 66 6 
June 10-14, 2009 30 64 5 
April 28-May 12, 2009 34 58 8 
April 14-21, 2009 23 70 7 
January 7-11, 2009 20 73 7 
December, 2008 13 83 4 
Early October, 2008 11 86 3 
Mid-September, 2008 25 69 6 
August, 2008 21 74 5 
July, 2008 19 74 7 
June, 2008 19 76 5 
Late May, 2008 18 76 6 
March, 2008 22 72 6 
Early February, 2008 24 70 6 
Late December, 2007 27 66 7 
October, 2007 28 66 6 
February, 2007 30 61 9 
Mid-January, 2007 32 61 7 
Early January, 2007 30 63 7 
December, 2006 28 65 7 
Mid-November, 2006 28 64 8 
Early October, 2006 30 63 7 
July, 2006 30 65 5 
May, 2006* 29 65 6 
March, 2006 32 63 5 
January, 2006 34 61 5 
Late November, 2005 34 59 7 
Early October, 2005 29 65 6 
July, 2005 35 58 7 
Late May, 2005* 39 57 4 
February, 2005 38 56 6 
January, 2005 40 54 6 

                                                 
1   In September 10-15, 2009, and other surveys noted with 

an asterisk, the question was worded “Overall, are you 
satisfied or dissatisfied with the way things are going in 
our country today?” 

 
 Satis- Dis- (VOL.) 
 fied satisfied DK/Ref 
December, 2004 39 54 7 
Mid-October, 2004 36 58 6 
July, 2004 38 55 7 
May, 2004 33 61 6 
Late February, 2004* 39 55 6 
Early January, 2004 45 48 7 
December, 2003 44 47 9 
October, 2003 38 56 6 
August, 20032 40 53 7 
April 8, 2003 50 41 9 
January, 2003 44 50 6 
November, 2002 41 48 11 
September, 2002 41 55 4 
Late August, 2002 47 44 9 
May, 2002 44 44 12 
March, 2002 50 40 10 
Late September, 2001 57 34 9 
Early September, 2001 41 53 6 
June, 2001 43 52 5 
March, 2001 47 45 8 
February, 2001 46 43 11 
January, 2001 55 41 4 
October, 2000 (RVs) 54 39 7 
September, 2000 51 41 8 
June, 2000 47 45 8 
April, 2000 48 43 9 
August, 1999 56 39 5 
January, 1999 53 41 6 
November, 1998 46 44 10 
Early September, 1998 54 42 4 
Late August, 1998 55 41 4 
Early August, 1998 50 44 6 
February, 1998 59 37 4 
January, 1998 46 50 4 
September, 1997 45 49 6 
August, 1997 49 46 5 
January, 1997 38 58 4 
July, 1996 29 67 4 
March, 1996 28 70 2 
October, 1995 23 73 4 
June, 1995 25 73 2 
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Q.1 CONTINUED … 
 Satis- Dis- (VOL.) 
 fied satisfied DK/Ref 
April, 1995 23 74 3 
July, 1994 24 73 3 
March, 1994 24 71 5 
October, 1993 22 73 5 
September, 1993 20 75 5 
May, 1993 22 71 7 

 Satis- Dis- (VOL.) 
 fied satisfied DK/Ref 
January, 1992 28 68 4 
November, 1991 34 61 5 
Late February, 1991 (Gallup) 66 31 3 
August, 1990 47 48 5 
May, 1990 41 54 5 
January, 1989 45 50 5 
September, 1988 (RVs) 50 45 5 

January, 1993 39 50 11 
 
RANDOMIZE ORDER OF Q.1 AND Q.2 
ASK ALL: 
Q.2 Do you approve or disapprove of the way Barack Obama is handling his job as President? [IF DK ENTER 

AS DK.  IF DEPENDS PROBE ONCE WITH:  Overall do you approve or disapprove of the way Barack 
Obama is handling his job as President?  IF STILL DEPENDS ENTER AS DK]  

 
  Dis- (VOL.) 
 Approve approve DK/Ref 
Oct 28-Nov 8, 2009 51 36 13  
Sep 30-Oct 4, 2009 52 36 12 
September 10-15, 2009 55 33 13 
August 20-27, 2009 52 37 12 
August, 11-17, 2009 51 37 11 
July 22-26, 2009 54 34 12 
June 10-14, 2009 61 30 9 
April 14-21, 2009 63 26 11 
March 31-Apr 6, 2009 61 26 13 
March 9-12, 2009 59 26 15 
February 4-8, 2009 64 17 19 
 
ASK ALL: 
The next congressional elections will be coming up about a year from now… 
Q.3 If the elections for U.S. Congress were being held TODAY, would you vote for the Republican Party’s 

candidate or the Democratic Party’s candidate for Congress in your district?  
IF ANSWERED ‘3' OTHER OR ‘9' DON’T KNOW IN Q.3, ASK: 
Q.3a As of TODAY, do you LEAN more to the Republican or the Democrat?  

 
 BASED ON REGISTERED VOTERS [N=1644]: 

 
  Rep/ Dem/ Other/ 
  Lean Rep Lean Dem Undecided 
 Oct 28-Nov 8, 2009 42 47 11 
 August 20-27, 2009 44 45 10   
 2008 Election 
 June, 2008 37 52 11 
 2006 Election  
 November, 2006 40 48 12 
 Late October, 2006 38 49 13 
 Early October, 2006 38 51 11 
 September, 2006 39 50 11 
 August, 2006 41 50 9 
 June, 2006 39 51 10 
 April, 2006 41 51 8 
 February, 2006 41 50 9 
 Mid-September, 2005 40 52 8 
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Q.3/Q.3a CONTINUED… 
  Rep/ Dem/ Other/ 
  Lean Rep Lean Dem Undecided 
 2004 Election 
 June, 2004 41 48 11 
 2002 Election 
 Early November, 2002 42 46 12 
 Early October, 2002 44 46 10 
 Early September, 2002 44 46 10 
 June, 2002 44 46 10 
 February, 2002 46 45  9 
 Early November, 2001 44 44 12 
 2000 Election 

Early November, 2000 42 48 10 
Early October, 2000 43 47 10 
July, 2000 43 47 10 
February, 2000 44 47  9 
October, 1999 43 49  8 

 June, 1999 40 50 10 
 1998 Election 

Late October, 1998 40 47 13 
 Early October, 1998 43 44 13 
 Early September, 1998 45 46  9 
 Late August, 1998 44 45 11 
 Early August, 1998 42 49  9 
 June, 1998 44 46 10 
 March, 1998 40 52  8 
 February, 1998 41 50  9 
 January, 1998 41 51  8 
 August, 1997 45 48  7 
 1996 Election 
 November, 19962 44 48  8 
 October, 1996 42 49  9 
 Late September, 1996 43 49  8 
 Early September, 1996 43 51  6 
 July, 1996 46 47  7 
 June, 1996 44 50  6 
 March, 1996 44 49  7 
 January, 1996 46 47  7 
 October, 1995 48 48  4 
 August, 1995 50 43  7 
 1994 Election 

November, 1994 45 43 12 
 Late October, 1994 47 44  9 
 Early October, 1994 52 40  8 
 September, 1994 48 46  6 
 July, 1994 45 47  8 
 
 

                                                 
2  November 1996 trends based on likely voters. 
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ASK ALL: 
Q.4 Would you like to see your representative in Congress be re-elected in the next congressional election, or 

not?  
 

 BASED ON REGISTERED VOTERS [N=1644]: 
 
    (VOL.) 
    Congressperson (VOL.) 
  Yes No not running DK/Ref 
 2010 Election 
 Oct 28-Nov 8, 2009 52 29 1 18  
 2008 Election 
 Late February, 2008 60 22 1 17 
 2006 Election 
 November, 2006 55 25 1 19 
 Late October, 2006 55 26 1 18 
 Early October, 2006 50 27 1 22 

September, 2006 53 27 1 19 
 August, 2006 51 30 * 19 
 June, 2006 51 32 1 16 
 April, 2006 57 28 1 14 
 February, 2006 59 28 1 12 
 Mid-September, 2005 57 25 1 17 
 2002 Election 
 Early October, 2002 58 19 2 21 
 June, 2002 58 23 1 18 
 2000 Election 
 Early November, 2000 59 16 2 23 
 October, 2000 60 17 1 22 
 July, 1999 66 23 * 11 
 1998 Election 
 Late October, 1998 64 19 1 16 
 Early October, 1998 58 20 2 20 
 Early September, 1998 63 20 1 16 

March, 1998 63 21 1 15 
 January, 1998 66 23 0 11 
 August, 1997 66 22 0 12 
 1996 Election 
 Early November, 1996 60 16 3 21 
 October, 1996 62 19 2 17 
 Late September, 1996 55 17 2 26 
 Early September, 1996 62 19 2 17 
 1994 Election 
 November, 1994 58 25 1 16 
 Late October, 1994 55 30 2 13 
 Early October, 1994 49 29 2 20 
 1990 Election 
 Gallup: October, 1990 62 22 2 14 
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ASK ALL: 
Q.5 Regardless of how you feel about your own representative, would you like to see most members of 

Congress re-elected in next year’s congressional election, or not? 
 

 BASED ON REGISTERED VOTERS [N=1644]: 
  
    (VOL.) 
  Yes No DK/Ref  
 2010 Election 
 Oct 28-Nov 8, 2009 34 53 13 
 2008 Election 
 Late February, 2008 36 49 15 
 2006 Election 
 November, 2006 37 46 17 
 Late October, 2006 34 49 17 
 Early October, 2006 32 48 20 
 September, 2006 35 49 16 
 August, 2006 36 49 15  
 June, 2006 29 57 14 
 April, 2006 34 53 13 
 February, 2006 36 49 15 
 September, 2005 36 48 16 
 2002 Election 
 Early October, 2002 39 38 23 
 June, 2002 45 37 18 
 2000 Election 
 October, 2000 40 34 26 
 July, 1999 41 47 12 
 1998 Election 
 Late October, 1998 41 37 22 
 Early October, 1998 39 39 22 
 Early September, 1998 46 37 17 
 March, 1998 45 41 14 
 January, 1998 44 43 13 
 August, 1997 45 42 13 
 1996 Election 
 Early September, 1996 43 43 14 
 1994 Election 
 November, 1994 31 51 18 
 Late October, 1994 31 56 13 
 Early October, 1994 28 56 16 
 
ASK ALL: 
Q.6 How enthusiastic are you about voting in next year’s Congressional elections? Would you say you are very, 

somewhat, not too, or not at all enthusiastic?  
 

 BASED ON REGISTERED VOTERS [N=1644]: 
 

 Oct 28-Nov 8 
 2009 
 48 Very enthusiastic 
 32 Somewhat enthusiastic 
 10 Not too enthusiastic 
 6 Not at all enthusiastic 
 3 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 
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ASK ALL: 
Q.7 Some people say we should have a third major political party in this country in addition to the Democrats 

and Republicans. Do you agree or disagree?  
    
    (VOL.) 
  Agree Disagree DK/Ref   
 Oct 28-Nov 8, 2009 52 40 8 
 June, 2008 56 38 6 
 April, 2006 53 40 7 
 June, 2004 50 43 7 
 October, 2003 46 44 10 
 June, 2000 52 42 6 
 August, 1999 54 40 6 
 Early September, 1998 46 47 7 
 August, 1997 47 46 7 
 July, 1996 58 37 5 
 October, 1995 59 37 4 
 April, 1995 57 38 5 
 July, 1994 53 43 4 
 ABC/Wash Post: January, 19843 41 48 11 
 ABC/Wash Post: September, 1982 44 44 12 
 
QUESTIONS 8 THROUGH 12F2 HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE 
 
ASK ALL: 
Thinking about some issues… 
Q.13 Do you approve or disapprove of the way Barack Obama is handling [INSERT ITEM, RANDOMIZE; 

OBSERVE FORM SPLITS]  How about [NEXT ITEM]? [REPEAT INTRODUCTION AS 
NECESSARY]  

 
 FORM 1 ITEMS BASED ON N=999 
 FORM 2 ITEMS BASED ON N=1001 
 
    Dis- (VOL.) 
   Approve approve DK/Ref 
a. The economy    
Obama  Oct 28-Nov 8, 2009 42 52 5 
Obama  July 22-26, 2009 38 53 9 
Obama  June 10-14, 2009 52 40 8 
Obama  April 14-21, 2009 60 33 7 
Obama  February 4-8, 2009  56 24 20 
GW Bush April, 2007 38 52 10 
GW Bush December, 2006 39 53 8 
GW Bush August, 2006 33 59 8 
GW Bush June, 2006 33 57 10 
GW Bush March, 2006 34 57 9 
GW Bush February, 2006 38 55 7 
GW Bush December, 2005 38 55 7 
GW Bush Late October, 2005 36 56 8 
GW Bush Early September, 2005 33 60 7 

                                                 
3  In January 1984, the ABC/Washington Post trend was worded: “Can you please tell me if you tend to agree or disagree with the 

following statement, or if, perhaps, you have no opinion about the statement: We should have a third major political party in this 
country in addition to the Democrats and Republicans.”  In September 1982, the ABC/Washington Post trend was worded: "I’m going 
to read a few statements.  For each, can you please tell me if you tend to agree or disagree with it, or if, perhaps, you have no opinion 
about the statements... We should have a third party in this country in addition to the Democrats and Republicans." 
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Q.13a CONTINUED… 
    Dis- (VOL.) 
   Approve approve DK/Ref 
GW Bush July, 2005 38 53 9 
GW Bush Mid-May, 2005 35 57 8 
GW Bush February, 2005 43 50 7 
GW Bush January, 2005 45 50 5 
GW Bush Mid-October, 2004 38 55 7 
GW Bush Early September, 2004 44 49 7 
GW Bush August, 2004 42 52 6 
GW Bush July, 2004 42 52 6 
GW Bush June, 2004 43 50 7 
GW Bush Early April, 2004 39 53 8 
GW Bush Mid-January, 2004 47 47 6 
GW Bush September, 2003 43 48 9 
GW Bush February, 2003 43 48 9 
GW Bush January, 2003 47 45 8 
GW Bush Early October, 2002 49 40 11 
GW Bush June, 2002 53 36 11 
GW Bush January, 2002 60 28 12 
GW Bush Early September, 2001 47 44  9 
GW Bush February, 2001 50 22 28 
Clinton  January, 1996 50 42 8 
Clinton  June, 1995 46 46 8 
Clinton  October, 19944 45 46 9 
Clinton  July, 1994 38 56 6 
Bush, Sr. August, 1992 40 52 8 
Bush, Sr. May, 1990 42 47 11 
 
b.F1  Health care policy    
Obama  Oct 28-Nov 8, 2009 43 47 10 
Obama  July 22-26, 2009 42 43 14 
Obama  April 14-21, 2009 51 26 23 
GW Bush August, 2006  31 54  15 
GW Bush March, 2006 26 57 17 
GW Bush February, 2006 28 57 15 
GW Bush February, 2005 36 51 13 
GW Bush Gallup: November, 2004 37 57 6 
GW Bush Gallup: January, 2004 43 49 8 
GW Bush September, 2003 33 46 21 
GW Bush Gallup: January, 2003 41 44 15 
GW Bush June, 2002 37 46 17 
Clinton  July, 1994 39 54 7 
Bush, Sr. May, 19905 30 59 11 
 
c.F2 The nation’s foreign policy 
Obama  Oct 28-Nov 8, 2009 44 38 18 
Obama  July 22-26, 2009 47 32 21 
Obama  June 10-14, 2009 57 31 12 
Obama  April 14-21, 2009 61 22 17 
Obama  February 4-8, 2009  52 17 31 
GW Bush April, 2007  30 55 15 

                                                 
4  Item wording in October 1994 and in previous surveys was “Economic conditions in this country.” 
5  In May 1990, the question asked about “health care.” 
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Q.13cF2 CONTINUED… 
    Dis- (VOL.) 
   Approve approve DK/Ref 
GW Bush December, 2006 30 59 11 
GW Bush August, 2006 37 49 14 
GW Bush June, 2006 37 51 12 
GW Bush Late October, 2005 36 51 13 
GW Bush July, 2005 36 49 15 
GW Bush Mid-May, 2005 38 46 16 
GW Bush February, 2005 43 46 11 
GW Bush January, 2005 48 43 9 
GW Bush Mid-October, 2004 37 49 14 
GW Bush Early September, 2004 47 42 11 
GW Bush August, 2004 42 49 9 
GW Bush July, 2004 40 48 12 
GW Bush Mid-January, 2004 53 36 11 
GW Bush March, 2003 53 36 11 
GW Bush Early April, 2002 69 20 11 
GW Bush Gallup: October, 2001 81 14 5 
GW Bush Early September, 2001 46 34 20 
GW Bush August, 20016 45 32 23 
GW Bush June, 1999 52 37 11 
Clinton  May, 1999 46 43 11 
Clinton  April, 1999 51 39 10 
Clinton  March, 1999 56 34 10 
Clinton  September, 1998 61 30 9 
Clinton  September, 1997 54 34 12 
Clinton  January, 1996 52 39 9 
Clinton  June, 1995 39 52 9 
Clinton  October, 1994 50 42 8 
Clinton  July, 1994 38 53 9 
Clinton  October, 1993 39 46 15 
Clinton  September, 1993 47 33 20 
Clinton  August, 1993 52 25 23 
Clinton  Newsweek:  
  June 30-July 1, 1993 49 35 16 
Bush, Sr.  May, 1990 58 30 12 
 
d.F1 The federal budget deficit     
Obama  Oct 28-Nov 8, 2009 31 58 11 
Obama  July 22-26, 2009 32 53 15 
Obama  April 14-21, 2009 50 38 12 
GW Bush April, 2007 22 60 18 
GW Bush February, 2006 27 60 13 
GW Bush February, 2005 41 46 13 
GW Bush Gallup: December, 2003 32 60 8 
GW Bush Gallup: August, 2003 39 55 6 
GW Bush Gallup: January, 20037 43 47 10 
GW Bush Gallup: March, 2002 51 37 12 
GW Bush Gallup: April, 2001 52 37 11 
 

                                                 
6  In August 2001 roughly half of the U.S. sample was asked about George W. Bush’s handling of international policy, while the other 

half was asked about the handling of the nation’s foreign policy. Results did not differ between question wordings and are combined. 
7 Between April 2001 and January 2003 the Gallup item was worded “the federal budget.” 
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Q.13dF2 CONTINUED… 
    Dis- (VOL.) 
   Approve approve DK/Ref 
Clinton  July, 1994  31 58 11 
Bush, Sr. May, 1990 22 64 14 
 
e.F2 Energy policy 
Obama  Oct 28-Nov 8, 2009 50 34 16  
Obama  July 22-26, 2009 46 31 22 
GW Bush June, 2006 26 56 18 
GW Bush February, 2006 30 55 15 
GW Bush Mid-May, 2005 31 49 20 
GW Bush Early April, 2004 29 48 23 
GW Bush Gallup: August, 2003 47 44 9 
GW Bush June, 2002 41 39 20 
GW Bush CBS News: August, 2001 43 42 15 
 
f.F1 Terrorist threats  
Obama  Oct 28-Nov 8, 2009 52 34 14  
Obama  April 14-21, 2009 8 57 26 17 
Obama    February 4-8, 2009  50 21 29 
GW Bush April, 2007 46 43 11 
GW Bush December, 2006 48 44 8 
GW Bush August, 2006 50 39  11 
GW Bush June, 2006 47 41 12 
GW Bush March, 2006 42 49  9 
GW Bush February, 2006 53 40  7 
GW Bush December, 2005 49 44  7 
GW Bush Late October, 2005 52 40  8 
GW Bush Early September, 2005 49 41 10 
GW Bush July, 2005 49 40 11 
GW Bush Mid-May, 2005 57 35  8 
GW Bush February, 2005 59 34  7 
GW Bush January, 2005 62 33  5 
GW Bush Mid-October, 2004 49 40 11 
GW Bush Early September, 2004 62 32  6 
GW Bush August, 2004 58 37  5 
GW Bush July, 2004 54 40  6 
GW Bush June, 2004 56 35  9 
GW Bush Late April, 2004 55 36  9 
GW Bush Early April, 2004 53 38  9 
GW Bush Gallup: December, 2003 65 33  2 
GW Bush September, 2003 64 28  8 
GW Bush February, 2003 67 25  8 
GW Bush January, 2003 69 23  8 
GW Bush Early October, 2002 71 22  7 
GW Bush June, 2002 74 18  8 
GW Bush Mid-September, 20019 85 6  9 
Clinton  Early September, 1998 72 20  8 
 
QUESTIONS 13g.F2 THROUGH 13j.F1 HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE 
                                                 
8  In the surveys conducted February 4-8, 2009, and April 14-21, 2009, the item was worded “the threat of terrorism.” 
9   In Mid-September, 2001 the question was worded: “...dealing with the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center in New York City 

and the Pentagon in Washington.” In Early September 1998 the question was worded: “Do you approve or disapprove of the way Bill 
Clinton is handling current threats from international terrorist groups?” 
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Q.13 CONTINUED… 
    Dis- (VOL.) 
   Approve approve DK/Ref 
k.F2 The situation in Afghanistan 
Obama  Oct 28-Nov 8, 2009 36 49 15 
Obama  July 22-26, 2009 47 33 19 
 
QUESTIONS 13l.F1 THROUGH 15F2 HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE 
 
RANDOMIZE Q.16-Q.17/Q.18-Q.19 IN BLOCKS 
ASK ALL:  
Now thinking about the nation’s economy… 
Q.16 How would you rate economic conditions in this country today… as excellent, good, only fair, or poor?  
 
     Only  (VOL.) 
   Excellent Good Fair Poor DK/Ref 
 Oct 28-Nov 8, 2009 * 8 41 50 1 
 September 30-October 4, 2009 1 8 43 48 1 
 August 11-17, 2009 * 8 38 52 2 
 June 10-14, 2009 1 8 39 52 1 
 March 9-12, 2009 * 6 25 68 1 
 February 4-8, 2009 * 4 24 71 1 
 December, 2008 * 7 33 59 1 
 November, 2008 1 6 28 64 1 
 Late October, 2008 * 7 25 67 1 
 Early October, 2008 1 8 32 58 1 
 Late September, 2008 * 7 27 65 1 
 July, 2008 1 9 39 50 1 
 April, 2008 1 10 33 56 * 
 March, 2008 1 10 32 56 1 
 Early February, 2008 1 16 36 45 2 
 January, 2008 3 23 45 28 1 
 November, 2007 3 20 44 32 1 
 September, 2007 3 23 43 29 2 
 June, 2007 6 27 40 25 2 
 February, 2007 5 26 45 23 1 
 December, 2006 6 32 41 19 2 
 Early November, 2006 (RVs) 9 35 37 17 2 
 Late October, 2006 6 27 40 25 2 
 September, 2006 5 32 41 20 2 
 March, 2006 4 29 44 22 1 
 January, 2006 4 30 45 19 2 
 Early October, 2005 2 23 45 29 1 
 Mid-September, 2005 3 28 44 24 1 
 Mid-May, 2005 3 29 47 20 1 
 January, 2005 3 36 45 15 1 
 December, 2004 3 33 43 20 1 
 Early November, 2004 (RVs) 5 31 37 26 1 
 Mid-September, 2004 4 34 40 20 2 
 August, 2004 3 30 45 21 1 
 Late April, 2004 4 34 38 22 2 
 Late February, 200410 2 29 42 26 1 
 
RANDOMIZE Q.16-Q.17/Q.18-Q.19 IN BLOCKS 

                                                 
10 Earlier trends available from Gallup. 
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ASK ALL:  
Q.17 A year from now, do you expect that economic conditions in the country as a whole will be better than they 

are at present, or worse, or just about the same as now?  
 
     (VOL.) 
  Better Worse Same DK/Ref 
 Oct 28-Nov 8, 2009 39 19 39 2 
 September 30-October 4, 2009 45 15 38 3 
 August 11-17, 2009 45 19 33 3 
 June 10-14, 2009 48 16 34 2 
 March 9-12, 2009 41 19 37 3 
 February 4-8, 2009 40 18 38 4 
 December, 2008 43 17 36 4 
 Early October, 2008 46 16 30 8 
 July, 2008 30 21 41 8 
 March, 2008 33 22 39 6 
 January, 2008 20 26 48 6 
 September, 2007 19 23 53 5 
 June, 2007 16 24 55 5 
 February, 2007 17 20 58 5 
 December, 2006 22 18 56 4 
 September, 2006 16 25 55 4 
 January, 2006 20 22 55 3 
 Early October, 2005 20 32 45 3 
 Mid-September, 2005 18 37 43 2 
 Mid-May, 2005 18 24 55 3 
 January, 2005 27 18 52 3 
 August, 2004 36 9 47 8 
 Late February, 2004 39 12 41 8 
 September, 2003 37 17 43 3 
 May, 2003 43 19 35 3 
 Late March, 2003 33 23 37 7 
 January, 2003 30 20 44 6 
 January, 2002 44 17 36 3 
 January, 2001 Newsweek 18 33 44 5 
 June, 2000 15 24 55 6 
 Early October, 1998 (RVs) 16 22 57 5 
 Early September, 1998 18 17 61 4 
 May, 1990 18 31 45 6 
 February, 1989 25 22 49 4 
 September, 1988 (RVs) 24 16 51 9 
 May, 1988 24 20 46 10 
 January, 1988 22 26 45 7 
 January, 1984 Newsweek (RVs) 35 13 49 3 
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RANDOMIZE Q.16-Q.17/Q.18-Q.19 IN BLOCKS 
ASK ALL:  
Now thinking about your own personal finances... 
Q.18 How would you rate your own personal financial situation?  Would you say you are in excellent shape, 

good shape, only fair shape or poor shape financially?  
  
    Only  (VOL.) 
  Excellent Good Fair Poor DK/Ref  
 Oct 28-Nov 8, 2009 5 30 40 25 1 
 September 30-October 4, 2009 6 32 38 22 1 
 August 11-17, 2009 6 31 36 26 2 
 June 10-14, 2009 6 32 39 22 1 
 February 4-8, 2009 5 33 41 20 1 
 December, 2008 6 32 40  21 1 
 Early October, 2008 6 35 40 18 1 
 July, 2008 9 33 37 19 2 
 April, 2008 8 35 39 16 2 
 March, 2008 8 39 34 17 2 
 Early February, 2008 9 36 37 16 2 
 January, 2008 10 39 34 15 2 
 November, 2007 9 41 34 15 1 
 September, 2007 10 38 34 16 2 
 February, 2007 8 41 36 14 1 
 December, 2006 8 40 35 16 1 
  Late October, 2006 9 40 33 16 2 
 March, 2006 9 39 36 15 1 
 January, 2006 7 39 37 15 2 
 Mid-May, 2005 7 37 39 16 1 
 January, 2005 10 41 34 14 1 
 August, 2004 9 42 34 14 1 
 September, 2003 10 38 36 15 1 
 Late March, 2003 10 43 31 12 4 
 January, 2003 7 38 39 15 1 
 Early October, 2002 7 39 37 16 1 
 June, 2002 5 40 37 16 2 
 Late September, 2001 7 40 37 14 2 
 June, 2001 6 38 39 16 1 
 June, 2000 9 43 35 11 2 
 August, 1999 6 43 41  9 1 
 May, 1997 7 43 38 11 1 
 September, 1996 (RVs) 8 47 34 10 1 
 February, 1995 8 39 38 14 1 
 March, 1994 5 41 40 13 1 
 December, 1993 5 34 45 15 1 
 January, 1993  U.S. News  4 33 46 16 1 
 October, 1992  U.S. News 6 34 40 19 1 
 August, 1992  U.S. News 5 30 47 17 1 
 May, 1992  U.S. News 4 35 45 15 1 
 January, 1992 U.S. News 4 32 45 18 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 13 

RANDOMIZE Q.16-Q.17/Q.18-Q.19 IN BLOCKS 
ASK ALL:  
Q.19 Over the course of the next year, do you think the financial situation of you and your family will improve a 

lot, improve some, get a little worse or get a lot worse?  
  
        (VOL.)  
   Improve Improve Get a Get a lot Stay the (VOL.) 
   a lot some little worse worse same DK/Ref 
 Oct 28-Nov 8, 2009  6 50 19 8 13 4 
 September 30-October 4, 2009 10 49 17 6 13 4 
 August 11-17, 2009  8 47 17 8 15 5 
 June 10-14, 2009  9 54 17 7 9 4 
 February 4-8, 2009  7 47 22 7 13 4 
 December, 2008  7 49 21 6 13 4 
 Early October, 2008  8 51 20 6 9 6 
 July, 2008  7 44 21 7 14 7 
 March, 2008  10 45 20 7 13 5 
 January, 2008  11 49 16 6 14 4 
 September, 2007  10 52 14 4 16 4 
 February, 2007  11 52 12 3 19 3 
 December, 2006  10 57 13 3 14 3 
 January, 2006  10 51 14 5 16 4 
 Mid-May, 2005  10 51 15 5 15 4 
 January, 2005  10 54 14 4 15 3 
 August, 2004  13 57 9 3 12 6 
 September, 2003  11 53 15 4 14 3 
 Late March, 2003  12 51 15 4 11 7 
 January, 2003   9 51 18 5 13 4 
 Early October, 2002  10 54 13 5 12 6 
 June, 2002  11 55 15 4 11 4 
 January, 2002  12 53 15 5 11 4 
 Late September, 2001   9 46 16 4 17 8 
 June, 2001  11 52 15 4 14 4 
 January, 2001  11 46 18 9 12 4 
 January, 1999  17 55  7 3 14 4 
 May, 1997  12 56 10 2 17 3 
 February, 1995  11 53 13 3 17 3 
 March, 1994  10 57 11 3 16 3 
 October, 1992 U.S. News   9 51 14 3 15 8 
 August, 1992 U.S. News   6 50 20 5 14 5 
 May, 1992 U.S. News    8 49 22 4 13 4 
 January, 1992 U.S. News   9 46 19 5 16 5 
 
QUESTIONS 20 THROUGH 27F2 HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE 
 
NO QUESTIONS 28-29 
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ASK ALL: 
Q.30 How much, if anything, have you heard about the bills in Congress to overhaul the health care system? 

[READ]  
 
 Oct 28-Nov 8  Sep 30-Oct 4 Sep 10-15 Aug 20-27 Jul 22-26 
 2009  2009 2009 2009 2009 
 49 A lot 46 60 53 41 
 42 A little [OR] 43 34 40 47 
 7 Nothing at all 10 5 7 10 
 1 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 1 1 1 1 
 
ASK ALL: 
Q.31 As of right now, do you generally favor or generally oppose the health care proposals being discussed in 

Congress?  
ASK IF Q31 =1,2: 
Q.32 Do you (favor/oppose) these health care proposals very strongly, or not so strongly?  
 
 Oct 28-Nov 8   Sep 30-Oct 4 Sep 10-15 Aug 20-27 Jul 22-26 
 2009    2009 2009 2009 2009 
 38  Generally favor 34  42  39  38 
  24 Very strongly 20 29 25  -- 
  13 Not so strongly 13 11 13  -- 
  1 Don’t know (how strongly) (VOL.)  1  2  1  -- 
 47  Generally oppose 47  44  46  44 
  34 Very strongly 35 34 34     -- 
  12 Not so strongly 11 10 12  -- 
  1 Don’t know (how strongly) (VOL.)  1  *  1  -- 
 15  Don't know/Refused (VOL.) 19  14  15  18 

 
NO QUESTIONS 33-35 
 
ASK ALL: 
Q.36 Are you, yourself, now covered by any form of health insurance or health plan or do you not have health 

insurance at this time? [READ IF NECESSARY: A health plan would include any private insurance plan 
through your employer or a plan that you purchased yourself, as well as a government program like 
Medicare or Medicaid]  

 
 Oct 28-Nov 8   Sep 30-Oct 4 Jul 22-26 Jun 10-14 
 2009   2009 2009 2009 
 80 Covered by health insurance 80 81 81 
 20 Not covered by health insurance  20 19 18 
 * Don't know/Refused (VOL.) * * * 
 
NO QUESTIONS 37-39 
 
QUESTIONS 40 THROUGH 48F2 HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE 
 
NO QUESTIONS 49-52 
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ASK ALL: 
Now thinking about Afghanistan… 
Q.53 Do you think the United States’ initial decision to use force in Afghanistan was the right decision or the 

wrong decision?  
 
 Oct 28-Nov 8  Jan 7-11 Feb Dec Jan 
 2009  200911 2008 2006 2006 
 56 Right decision 64 65 61 69 
 34 Wrong decision  25 24 29 20 
 10 Don't know/Refused (VOL.) 11 11 10 11  
  
ASK ALL: 
Q.54 How well is the U.S. military effort in Afghanistan going? [READ IN ORDER]  
 
 Oct 28-Nov 8  Jan 7-11 Feb  
 2009  2009 2008  
 4 Very well 7 10 
 32 Fairly well 38 38    
 41 Not too well 34 31 
 16 Not at all well 11 10 
 6 Don't know/Refused (VOL.) 10 11 
 
ASK ALL: 
Q.55 Over the next year, do you think the number of troops in Afghanistan should be increased, decreased, or 

kept the same as it is now?  
 
 Oct 28-Nov 8  Jan 7-11   
 2009  2009   
 32 Increased 33 
 40 Decreased 39 
 19 Kept the same as it is now 20 
 8 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 8 
 
QUESTIONS 56 THROUGH 70F2 HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE 
 

                                                 
11  In January 2009 and earlier the question was worded: “Do you think the U.S. made the right decision or the wrong decision in using 
 military force in Afghanistan?” 
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ASK ALL: 
PARTY  In politics TODAY, do you consider yourself a Republican, Democrat, or Independent? IF 

ANSWERED 3, 4, 5 OR 9 IN PARTY, ASK: 
PARTYLN As of today do you lean more to the Republican Party or more to the Democratic Party?  
 
     (VOL.) (VOL.) (VOL.)  
     No Other DK/ Lean Lean 
  Republican Democrat Independent preference party Ref Rep Dem 
 Oct 28-Nov 8, 2009 27 35 32 3 * 2 13 13  
 Sep 30-Oct 4, 2009 23 34 37 3 1 3 16 14 
 September 10-15, 2009 23 34 34 4 * 5 13 17  
 August 20-27, 2009 26 32 36 3 * 3 14 16 
 August 11-17, 2009 23 33 38 3 * 3 16 15 
 July, 2009 22 34 37 5 * 2 15 14 
 June, 2009 25 34 34 3 * 3 11 16 
 May, 2009 23 39 29 4 * 4 9 14 
 April, 2009 22 33 39 3 * 3 13 18 
 March, 2009 24 34 35 5 * 2 12 17 
 February, 2009 24 36 34 3 1 2 13 17  
 January, 2009 25 37 33 3 * 2 11 16 
 December, 2008 26 39 30 2 * 3 8 15 
 Yearly Totals  
 2008 25.3 35.8 31.7 3.8 .3 3.1 10.5 15.4 
 2007 25.4 32.9 33.7 4.6 .4 3.1 10.7 16.7 
 2006 27.6 32.8 30.3 5.0 .4 3.9 10.2 14.5 
 2005 29.2 32.8 30.3 4.5 .3 2.8 10.2 14.9 
 2004 29.7 33.4 29.8 3.9 .4 2.9 11.7 13.4 
 2003 29.8 31.4 31.2 4.7 .5 2.5 12.1 13.0 
 2002 30.3 31.2 30.1 5.1 .7 2.7 12.6 11.6 
 2001 29.2 33.6 28.9 5.1 .5 2.7 11.7 11.4 
 2001 Post-Sept 11 30.9 31.8 27.9 5.2 .6 3.6 11.7 9.4 
 2001 Pre-Sept 11 28.2 34.6 29.5 5.0 .5 2.1 11.7 12.5 
 2000 27.5 32.5 29.5 5.9 .5 4.0 11.6 11.6 
 1999 26.6 33.5 33.7 3.9 .5 1.9 13.0 14.5
 1998 27.5 33.2 31.9 4.6 .4 2.4 11.8 13.5 
 1997 28.2 33.3 31.9 4.0 .4 2.3 12.3 13.8 
 1996 29.2 32.7 33.0 5.2 -- -- 12.7 15.6 
 1995 31.4 29.7 33.4 5.4 -- -- 14.4 12.9 
 1994 29.8 31.8 33.8 4.6 -- -- 14.3 12.6 
 1993 27.4 33.8 34.0 4.8 -- -- 11.8 14.7 
 1992 27.7 32.7 35.7 3.9 -- -- 13.8 15.8 
 1991 30.9 31.4 33.2 4.5 -- -- 14.6 10.8 
 1990 31.0 33.1 29.1 6.8 -- -- 12.4 11.3 
 1989 33 33 34 -- -- -- -- --  
 1987 26 35 39 -- -- -- -- -- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


